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Rotary SPoke

Hic‘(ory Kotary Club [ stablished 1921

Todag’s Frogram /

oday, John DeMauro, Business Administrator for The Sal-
vation Army Greater Hickory/High Country Command, will
speak to the club about the work of the Salvation Army
Boys and Girls Club. In John’s words:
“l am an ordained Baptist Minister and served as the Senior Pastor
of churches in Caldwell and Burke counties for 15 years.
I served as the Executive Director of Greater Hickory Cooperative
Ministry for two years before becoming the
Executive Director of The Salvation Army Boys
& Girls Clubs of Hickory in the spring of 2003.
I currently serve the dual role of Executive Di-
rector of The Salvation Army Boys & Girls
Clubs of Hickory and Business Administrator of

The Salvation Army Greater Hickory /High

Country Command. | have served on the
board of the Lake Hickory Rotary Club since 2004, and | am the

President-Elect of the Lake Hickory Rotary Club. I am a Paul Harris
Fellow and served as the Service Committee Chairman from 2004 -

2006. | am also the Polio Plus Champion this year at my club.

I am married to Pamela and have six daughters, two granddaugh-

ters and two grandsons.“

Les Whicker will introduce the speaker.
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ith the sharing of duties this year, | thought the club might
like to know a little about the much advertised "CARS" program
or “cash for clunkers.”

The program has been up and running since July 24 and is scheduled
to end on Labor day. Is has been a tremendous success for the auto

industry, with all dealers of all manufacturers across the country re-

porting sales increases.

Ford Focus sales were up 66% in July. Toyota Camry and Corolla had
increases well over 40%. Honda Accord and Civic have also reported a
38% increase in their sales. Over all, it seems that Japanese auto-
makers have gained the most sales from the program.

Now for the not—so-silver lining. Dealers across the country are not be-
ing paid for the clunkers. The North Carolina Automobile Dealers Asso-
ciation estimates that North Carolina dealers alone are owed more than
70 million dollars that has not been paid. This has created a huge cash
crunch for dealers as they wait for the government to reimburse them.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, the federal agency
overseeing the program, said Friday that dealers have submitted re-
quests for rebates that total $1.5 billion, half of the money allocated to
the program. The scary thing is what is not submitted, and what hap-
pens when the money runs out? And how will you know?

Hickory Toyota has done 53 clunker deals and has been paid for one. |
spoke to a friend who has about twelve dealerships in Virginia, and he
estimates more than $2 million in exposure. The online system for
submitting claims is very difficult to navigate and stays locked up most
of the time. We have had people coming in at odd hours of the day and
night trying to submit when fewer people are using the system. So |
am sure there are many, many deals not yet submitted.

But rest assured that air quality will have improved, fuel efficiency is
much better, and some very unsafe vehicles are off the road. The bad
news is that | own fifty of them. We are required to destroy every ve-
hicle, so they will never return to the highway. Hopefully the money
won't run out before September 7th!

Monday

12:00 pm Blowing Rock Rotary,
Chetola Resort

12:30 pm Lincolnton Rotary Club,
First Baptist Church

Tuesday

6:44 am Caldwell County Rotary,

Lenoir Golf Club

12:00 pm Lake Hickory Rotary Club,
Lake Hickory Country Club

12:00 pm Granite Falls Club,
Granite Falls Civic Center

12:00 pm Valdese Rotary Club,
Rock School Building

12:15 pm Newton-Conover Rotary
Catawba Country Club

Wednesday
7:00 am Hickory Sunrise Rotary Club
Lenoir-Rhyne Bear’s Lair
12:15 pm Morganton Rotary Club
Morganton Community House
Thursday
7:00 am Catawba Valley Rotary Club
Catawba Country Club
7:30 am Lincolnton Sunrise Rotary
Lincoln Country Club
12:30 pm Greater Statesville Rotary
Statesville Country Club
Friday
12:15 pm Lenoir Rotary Club
Cedar Rock Country Club
Anytime
www.rotaryeclubone.org
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Kalyan Banerjee, a member of the Rotary Club of Vapi, Gujarat, India, since 1972,
is the selection of the Nominating Committee for President of Rotary International
in 2011-12. Banerjee will become the president-nominee on 1 October if there are
no challenging candidates.

Banerjee said he would like to see Rotary "blossom from being the world's most
recognized service organization to being the most important NGO

THE FUTURE OF ROTARY
IS IN YOUR HANDS

[nongovernmental organization] in the world.

"Rotary, it is said, has the strength of a government and the tenderness of a par-
ent," he added.

Banerjee is a director of United Phosphorus Limited, the largest agrochemical
manufacturer in India, and the chair of United Phosphorus (Bangladesh) Limited.
He is a member of the Indian Institute of Chemical Engineers and the American

Chemical Society, a past president of Vapi Industries Association, and former chair
of the Gujarat chapter of the Confederation of Indian Industry. He earned a degree

in chemical engineering from the Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur, in

1964.

Banerjee has served Rotary as a director, Rotary Foundation trustee, committee
and task force chair, International Assembly group discussion leader, president's
representative, and district governor.
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Last week, Jennifer McCracken, Health

Services Manager of the Catawba County
Health Department, gave the club an up-
date on the H1IN1 flu.
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e s it the truth?

e s is fair to all con-
cerned?

*  Will it build good wiill
and better friend-
ships?

e Will it be beneficial to
all concerned?

The Rotary Spoke
is published weekly by the
Hickory Rotary Club,

Date Today 27-Aug 3-Sep 10-Sep )
Stan Bumgarner, Editor.

Program Les Whicker Guarino/Finley Tom Adkins TBA E-mail:

Club Health Tom Adkins Robert L Johnson John Millholland  Layne Smith sb6ll@earthlink.net
Phone: 328-4622

Raffle Jill Patton Mark Seaman Doug Rongo C J Hines

Visitors Kimberly George  Glenn Pinckney Jonathan Waters Michael Stumpff ROta”an_& please e_'ma"

o _ information regarding
Greeter Phil DiCasalo Amy Powell Steve Walker Rich Duncan your upcoming program
Music Allen Finley Allen Finley John Ross John Ross or any other Rotary
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August 27 - District 7670 Governor Carol King

September 1 - Rotary Night at the Crawdads, $5.00/each

October 3 - Honor Air Flight to D.C., see Dean Doucette

events to the editor three
weeks in advance of
publication.
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Oliver W. McClintock
B. Eugene Miller



