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Education Matters Education Matters Education Matters Education Matters     
Tracy Hall, Executive Director of Education Matters, will give a presentation on this 

initiative, which leverages the power of partnerships with businesses, government, 
and education for the purpose of increasing the value of education in Catawba County. 

The goal of Education Matters is to create a culture in our community where dropping 

out of school is no longer an option.  

A key factor behind the success of any business is having the best people for the job. 
Any owner, plant manager and/or human resources director can attest, finding that 

perfect person can cost valuable time and considerable resources.  

To address this exact issue and further improve the employability and skills of the 
county's workforce, the three school systems in Catawba County, the Catawba County 

Chamber of Commerce, Catawba Valley Community College and several business 

partners announced a new initiative in September called Education Matters.  

Education Matters is a partnership of the education and business communities de-
signed to encourage students to graduate from high school. Under this partnership, 

area schools and businesses are sending a clear message to the community: a high 

school education is the minimum education acceptable for employment.  

As part of the initiative, the three school systems in Catawba County will work with 
students to develop an Education Matters Future Ready Portfolio during high school. 

Beginning with the graduating class of 2013, students will be able to hand to a pro-
spective employer a portfolio with everything he might need to help determine if he or 

she wants to hire that person.  

CVCC is also making a commitment for Education Matters, providing a guarantee that 

all CVCC graduates shall have at least a set of technical skills, as well as critical think-
ing, problem solving and communication skills. Furthermore, CVCC will also conduct 

employability training; ensuring students know how to properly act and dress in a pro-

fessional work environment and are ready for a professional job.  

Businesses in the community are asked to partner in this initiative to ensure students 

stay in school by making a commitment as well. Education Matters has three levels a 

business can adopt to demonstrate their commitment to education. The minimum cer-
tification level (bronze) asks employers to prefer not to hire anyone without a GED or 

high school diploma. Gold certification requires all new hires at a business, effective in 
2012, to have a minimum of a high school diploma or its equivalent. It also requires 

businesses to encourage employees to participate in educational opportunities such as 

a tutor, mentor, volunteer or other capacity.  

For those participating Education Matters companies, Dr. Garrett Hinshaw, President 

of CVCC, has further stated if at any point a participating company does not feel their 

CVCC graduate has the adequate skills necessary for their job, "We [CVCC] will bring 

them back in, free of charge, and retrain them." 

For more information, visit http://www.championsofeducation.org/EM%20Program%

20and%20Application.pdf 

Sandi Fotheringham will introduce the speaker. 

January 14, 2010 



Monday 
12:00 pm  Blowing Rock Rotary, 
     Chetola Resort 
12:30 pm  Lincolnton Rotary Club,  
     First Baptist Church 
Tuesday 
  6:44 am  Caldwell County Rotary, 
      Lenoir Golf Club 
12:00 pm  Lake Hickory Rotary Club, 
      Lake Hickory Country Club 
12:00 pm  Granite Falls Club, 
      Granite Falls Civic Center 
12:00 pm  Valdese Rotary Club, 
      Rock School Building 
12:15 pm  Newton-Conover Rotary 
     Catawba Country Club 

Wednesday 
  7:00 am  Hickory Sunrise Rotary Club 
         Lenoir-Rhyne Bear’s Lair 
12:15 pm  Morganton Rotary Club 
      Morganton Community House 
Thursday 
  7:00 am  Catawba Valley Rotary Club 
      Catawba Country Club 
  7:30 am  Lincolnton Sunrise Rotary 
      Lincoln Country Club 
12:30 pm  Greater Statesville Rotary 
      Statesville Country Club 
Friday 
12:15 pm  Lenoir Rotary Club 
      Cedar Rock Country Club 
Anytime 
www.rotaryeclubone.org 

MakeMakeMakeMake----Up Up Up Up 

OpportunitiesOpportunitiesOpportunitiesOpportunities    

OOOO    ur Membership committee and your commitment to bring new members into our Club is the lifeblood of the Hickory Ro-
tary Club.  

Recently, I reflected on my own journey into Rotary membership and 

want to thank the Rotarians who changed the direction of my life.  

Thank you, Susan Huffman, for being my sponsor and giving me my 
first glance of what Rotary is all about.  

Thank you, David Myers, for the empathy you showed me when I ex-

pressed trepidation about walking into this huge group of men and 
women. David knew that I was a bit overwhelmed and promised to 

save a seat at his table for me. That table, thanks to Steve Mull, be-

came known as the Princess table. Friendships that began in my roots 
with Rotary continue to this day.  

Thank you, Anne Williams, for welcoming me and compelling me to 

share the message and commitment of Rotary with others.  

Thank you, Lamar Mitchell, who during his Presidency asked me to help 
with Rotary Servivor. It showed me up close and personal the incredi-

ble leadership that our Presidents exhibit on a daily basis for our Club. 

You have all, in one way or another, helped me grow and helped shape 
me and my life. My life has been enriched by your friendships and by 

the many examples of your commitment. 

The challenge for each of us is to become more deeply involved in the 
community and Rotary. We will all be better for the experience. There 

remains an open invitation at Southwest Elementary to show the depth 

of our commitment to education as Rotarians. I have enjoyed tutoring 

and interacting with the children there. While I consistently come away 
fulfilled, it is apparent that the need for more of everything that we as 

Club members and community leaders have to offer continues to grow. 

We have in our Club the finest collection of men and women in this 
area, with leadership, talent and commitment to our community. 

Please take the time to extend the invitation to leaders in our commu-

nity not already involved to join our Club. I thank each of you for the 
impact you have had on my life and ask that you take the time to start 

someone else on the journey of a lifetime! 

Jill Patton      Jill Patton      Jill Patton      Jill Patton          
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The Rotary Four Way TestThe Rotary Four Way TestThe Rotary Four Way TestThe Rotary Four Way Test    
• Is it the truth? 

• Is is fair to all con-

cerned? 

• Will it build good will 

and better friend-

ships? 

• Will it be beneficial to 

all concerned? 

Club AssignmentsClub AssignmentsClub AssignmentsClub Assignments    

Upcoming Events:Upcoming Events:Upcoming Events:Upcoming Events:    
February 4: Auditions for Rotarian Idol, 7 pm, Salt Block Auditorium 

February 6: Auditions for Roarian Idol, 3 pm, Salt Block Auditorium 

March 13: Rotarian Idol at Lenoir-Rhyne University, 6-10 pm 

Spoon project a measure of successSpoon project a measure of successSpoon project a measure of successSpoon project a measure of success    
Past RI President Dong Kurn Lee asked Rotarians in 2008-09 to Make Dreams 

Real. With an idea, a spoon, and an eager young club, Helen Batting did just 
that. Literally.   

About two years ago, Batting, president of the Rotary Club of East London 
Sunrise, South Africa, woke up in the middle of the night with an amazing 

idea. She had dreamed of a simple spoon design that would save the lives of 

children in South Africa who were dehydrated because of diarrhea.  

"As a child, I remember my mother telling me about a spoon she created that 

saved hundreds of children's lives," says Batting. "I never saw the spoon, but 
I dreamed of them one night, woke up, and knew exactly what they should 

look like."  

Batting designed a double-ended spoon that measures the exact amount of 
sugar and salt to be added to a cup of boiling water to create a rehydration 

fluid.  

Clinics currently instruct mothers to pour 8 teaspoons of sugar and 1/2 tea-

spoon of salt into about a quart of boiling water to create a rehydration solu-

tion known as Darrow's fluid, which also combats potassium deficiency. But 
the method requires a certain level of literacy and mathematical skills.   

"Many mothers, especially in rural communities, are functionally illiterate, 
which means they may not be able to count or do fractions," Batting says. "If 

mixed incorrectly, it actually exacerbates the problem. We aren't changing 

the method, just simplifying it. One and one into one, and it's done!" 

Last week, Rick Beasley spoke to the club about 

Appalachian State University athletics. 



 

DALLAS C. ABEE JR. †PHF 
 Architecture 
HENRY W. ABERNETHY †PHF 
SHUFORD ABERNETHY PHF 
 Housing, Senior Adult 
W. RAMSAY ABERNETHY †PHF 
JAY ADAMS PHF 
 Real Estate, Commercial 
TOM ADKINS PHF 
 Law Enforcement 
SUSAN ALLSHOUSE PHF 
 Health Care Marketing 
SCOTT ANDERSON PHF 
 Bank Administration 
E. CLINTON ANNAS JR. PHF 
 Awning Sales 
BILLY M. ARMSTRONG †PHF 
T. CASS BALLENGER †PHF 
JOHN W. BATES PHF 
  University Teaching 
ROBERT A. BISANAR †PHF 
MICHAEL BLACKBURN PHF 
 Hospital Management 
CHIP BLACKWELDER PHF 
 Health Plan Administration 
Geo. BLACKWELDER JR. †PHF 
JAN L. BOHMULLER PHF 
 Construction, Administration 
JOHN N. BRAY †PHF 
JEFFREY BRONNENBERG 
 Financial Analysis 
RICH BROWN PHF 
  Office Furniture Sales 
R. BRUCE BUMBARGER JR. †PHF  
ROBERT BUMBARGER †PHF  
STAN BUMGARNER 
 Securities Brokerage 
ARTHUR BURGESS JR. †PHF  
JEFF BUTLER 
 Insurance, Personal 
WILLIAM CAUBLE JR. †PHF 
ROSE MARY CHEEK PHF 
 Photography  
JOHN D. CLARK †PHF 
 Tire Retailing  
CARL V. CLINE III †PHF  
JOAB COTTON III †PHF 
TERRY C. CREASMAN PHF 
 Clothing, Ladies’, Retail 
JOHN W. CRONE III PHF 
 Law, Domestic  
GURNEY R. DAVIS †PHF 
 Cushion Mfg. 
J. PARK DENNING 
 Furniture Industry Sales 
PHILLIP DICASOLO PHF 
 YMCA 
WILLIAM J. DODD PHF 
 Christmas Decorations 
DEAN DOUCETTE 
 Medical Practice Management 
CUYLER A. DUNBAR †PHF 
 Education, Community College  
RICH DUNCAN PHF 
 College, Private 
FORREST FERRELL PHF 
 Retired Judge 
JAMES FILIP †PHF 
ALLEN G. FINLEY III PHF 
 Advertising 
DICK FLACHBART 
 Past Service 
SANDRA FOTHERINGHAM 
 Education, Public Schools 
ADDISON FOX 
 Apparel Design 

HANK FREEMAN † PHF 
 Telecommunications Systems 
STEVEN R. FRYE †PHF 
GEORGE P. FURLONG †PHF 
 Digital Communications 
JERALD GAILLARD 
 Financial, Credit Union 
W. RONALD GARDNER †PHF 
CLEM GEITNER PHF 
 Furniture Mfg. - Office 
MITZI GELLMAN 
 Habitat for Humanity 
KIMBERLY GEORGE 
 Food Distribution 
KATHY GREATHOUSE 
 Council for the Arts 
THOMAS GRIFFIS PHF 
 Christianity, Protestant 
GUY J. GUARINO JR. PHF 
 Occupational Health 
JEFFREY A. HALE PHF 
 Printing, Commercial 
DAN B. HALL † PHF 
JOHN F. HALL PHF 
 Office Machine Sales 
ROBERT T. HAMBRICK JR. †PHF 
C. JEFF HINES PHF 
 Sign Mfg. & Distribution 
GARRETT HINSHAW 
 Education, Community College 
ROBERT E. (BOB) HOLLAND †  
 Past Service  
JAMES L. HOUSTON JR. †PHF 
MARK R. HUCKABEE PHF 
 Foam Insulation 
ALLEN W. HUFFMAN JR. †PHF 
DANIEL F. HUFFMAN †PHF 
 Ground Water Development  
HAL F. HUFFMAN †PHF 
SUSAN H. HUFFMAN PHF  
 Medical Practice Management 
GRAHAM HUNSUCKER PHF 
 Contractor, Commercial 
J. WHITE IDDINGS †PHF 
 Mail Services 
RUSSELL I. ISENHOUR PHF 
 C.P.A., Tax 
G. WALLACE JOHNSON  PHF 
 Christianity, Protestant 
MIKE JOHNSON PHF 
 Automobile Dealer, New  
ROBERT L. JOHNSON JR. †PHF 
 Past Service  
CAROL B. KAMMER PHF 
 Occupational Therapy 
PETER KENDALL 
 Education, Private College 
PEDIE KING 
 Frame Engineering 
DAN W. KIRBY †PHF 
 Past Service 
G. LEROY LAIL †PHF 
ALLAN R. LATORRE † 
GARY LAWS LOA 
 Electric Utilities 
LYNN LOEHR PHF 
 Arts Council 
LINDA LUTZ PHF 
 Education Systems Support 
JAMES B. (JIM) MAULDIN PHF 
 Cellular Telephone Mgt. 
NEILL R. McGEACHY JR. PHF 
 Athletics, College 
KEVIN McINTOSH PHF 
 Law, Business 
 

DANIEL T. MILLER PHF 
 Physician Management 
DAVID K. MILLHOLLAND †PHF 
JOHN MILLHOLLAND PHF 
 Real Estate Management 
DAVID MILLSAPS PHF 
 Medicine, Pediatrics 
BONNIE M. MITCHELL PHF 
 Real Estate, Residential Sales 
LAMAR MITCHELL PHF 
 United Way 
DAVID R. MOORE PHF 
 Plumbing & Heating 
STEVE M. MULL PHF 
 Grocery, Retail 
GEORGE D. MURPHY †PHF 
DAVID B. MYERS †PHF 
HOMER L. NEWTON †PHF 
OLIVER NOBLE PHF 
 Law, Mediation  
JEFFERSON NORRIS † PHF 
JOHN NORWOOD 
 Boy Scouts 
JOHN C. OLSON PHF 
 Financial Planning 
JOHN B. ORGAIN IV PHF 
 Groceries, Wholesale 
ROBERT E. PAAP †  
MAX PADGETT †PHF 
JILL PATTON PHF 
 Hosiery Manufacturing 
WILLIAM M. PEKMAN PHF 
 Medicine, Hand Surgery 
JAMES E. PHILLIPS †PHF 
ROBERT J. PIERCE †PHF 
GLENN PINCKNEY SR 
  Ministry 
AMY POWELL 
 Chamber of Commerce 
DEAN PROCTOR †PHF  
CLARENCE PUGH †PHF 
JOHN RAMBO 
 Community Theater 
TONY REED PHF 
 Manufacturing 
THOMAS L. RICHARDS †PHF  
EARL L. ROBERTS †PHF 
RUSSELL C. ROBERTS PHF 
 Employment Agency, Temporary 
LAWRENCE E. ROBINSON †PHF 
DOUGLAS RONGO PHF 
 Financial Advisor 
JOHN G. ROSS PHF 
 Symphony Conductor 
D. CRAIG SANDERS PHF 
 Insurance Sales 
MARK SEAMAN 
 Baseball, Minor League 
BRYAN SETZLER PHF 
 Investments 
JACK SEVERENS 
 United Way 
ROBERT H. SHOFFNER PHF 
 Christianity, Protestant 
WILLIAM A. SIGMON †PHF 
LAYNE E. SMITH   
 Christianity, Protestant 
CHARLES M. SNIPES †PHF 
STEVE SNYDER 
 Gymnastics 
PAUL (RICK) SPEAGLE JR. †PHF 
J. ALFORD SPIVEY JR. †PHF 
ANN STALNAKER 
 Education, Staff Development 
JAMES R. STEPHENSON †PHF 
 

DAN STEWART 
 Community Banking 
LESLIE STEWART  
 Public Relations  
MICHAEL STUMPFF 
 Production Consulting 
ANDREA SURRATT 
  City Government 
LISË SWENSSON 
 Art Museum 
W. CLYDE TAYLOR †PHF 
MARY TEXER 
 Gas Products 
MICHAEL P. THOMAS 
 Attorney 
STEPHEN M. THOMAS †PHF 
D. STUART THOMPSON †PHF 
 Education, Administration  
JOHN C. TIPPETT JR. PHF 
 Regional Government 
SUZANNE TROLLAN 
 Counseling 
NEIL UNDERDOWN PHF 
 Furniture Components Mfg. 
DOUG URLAND 
 County Health Director 
SUSAN VINCENT 
  Home Care 
BOBBY W. WALKER †PHF 
RUFUS F. WALKER JR. †PHF 
J. STEVEN WALKER 
  Architect 
ELWOOD WALTON JR. †    
ROBERT E. WARMUTH †PHF 
JONATHAN WATERS 
 Printing 
C. JOHN WATTS 
 Securities, Brokerage, Add. Act. 
MICHAEL WEBBER 
 Securities Consultant 
D. LESTER WHICKER JR. †PHF  
JERRI LEE WILFONG PHF 
 Banking, State 
W. AVERY WILFONG †PHF 
J. DOUGLAS WILKINS  
 Real Estate Development 
ANNE R. WILLIAMS PHF 
 Community College 
SARAH WILLIS 
 Banking, Commercial 
KARLA WOGGON 
 Christianity, Protestant 
RUDY WRIGHT  †PHF 
 Vinyl Graphics 
CHARLES R. YOUNG †PHF 
FRANK YOUNG III  
 Insurance, Corporate 
ROSEMARY BASS YOUNG  PHF 
 Funeral Home 
 
Bold = Past-President 
† = Senior Active Member 
PHF = Paul Harris Fellow 
LOA = Leave of absence 
 
HONORARY MEMBERS: 
Missy Blevins 
Jerry D. Caldwell PHF 
Phil N. Carter †PHF 
Charles H. Deal †PHF 
William Mauney 
B. Eugene Miller †PHF 


