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¥ oreclosures are a hot topic across the nation. Today’s pro-

l gram will feature a presentation by Sherry Long of the West-
ern Piedmont Council of Governments (WPCOG). She will dis-

cuss her involvement, as well as local government strategies that

deal with foreclosure prevention.

Regionally the foreclosure rate continues to rise. In 1998, Ca-
tawba County had 200 foreclosure starts. In 2008, there were
794 starts by the end of October with the number expected to
reach 1,000 by the end of the year. The WPCOG serves as a
Housing and Urban Development Certified Housing Counseling
Agency and assisted over 200 families in 2008. The existing fore-
closure prevention program is very successful, helping 184 fami-
lies remain in their homes. However, the outreach for the pro-
gram has been limited due to the current number of staff avail-
able to assist homeowners.

The WPCOG was awarded a $100,000 grant from Bank of Amer-
ica/Countrywide to assist in their counseling efforts. The grant
funds combined with funding from all of the local governments
will allow the WPCOG to hire an additional staff person to assist
families facing foreclosure.

Ms. Long has been with the Western Piedmont COG for over
twenty-two years, assisting the four-county Greater Hickory
Metro area with economic and community development activities.
Housing rehabilitation, water and sewer line installation, non-
profit development, first-time homebuyer down payment assis-
tance, loss mitigation counseling and job creation are programs
offered to the citizens and local governments of the Greater Hick-
ory Metro.

Sherry’s responsibilities include program development, project
administration and supervision of eleven employees. She is a Na-
tionally Certified Housing Counselor and is very active with the
Foreclosure Mitigation Assistance Program at the Council of Gov-
ernments

Ms. Long is a native of Catawba County and holds a B.S. in Busi-
ness Administration from Western Carolina University.

John Tippett will introduce the speaker.
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had the privilege of spending part of this past Saturday morn-

ing talking about leadership with LRU’s new freshman cohort of NC

Teaching Fellows. Teaching Fellows are teaching candidates who
have been awarded scholarships for exhibiting higher than average ap-
titude for their profession, and in exchange for the scholarship, they
commit to teaching in NC for four years. The purpose of this session
with them on leadership is to begin instilling the idea in these young
students that as teachers they are leaders in their classrooms, and
that the primary outcome of their work is to produce future leaders in
their students.

The world needs strong leaders now more than ever, and I have long
believed that Rotary is a positive source of leadership in this deeply
troubled world. Through our adherence to the Four-way Test, we Ro-
tarians pledge to “be faithful to the letter and to the spirit of the ethical
codes of my vocation, to the laws of my country, and to the moral
standards of my community.” Another articulation of the expectation
that we have of each other as Rotarians could just as easily apply to
our teachers: “Offer my vocational talents to provide opportunities for
young people, to work for the relief of the special needs of others, and
to improve the quality of life in my community.” Doing this even when
noone is looking is the mark of a true leader.

As we work toward Rotary Unlimited, I hope we all bear in mind the
ultimate purpose for this project. Like our proceeds from last year, the
money we raise with this project will go to the support of valuable edu-
cation programs that develop skills, and therefore leadership, in our
students beyond the three R’s that they learn in the classroom. We
should also be contemplating how we can not only raise money for
such a worthy cause but how we might also take the next step of offer-
ing our vocational talents “to provide opportunities for young people.”
Writing a check has its place, but a gift of time and heart is one that
will have deep and lasting impact on our community’s future leaders.
Our young people are not likely to know, or care, how much money we
gave to a particular program, but you can bet that they will remember
the time you spent with them for the rest of their lives.

Monday Wednesday
12:00 pm Blowing Rock Rotary, 7:00 am Hickory Sunrise Rotary Club
Chetola Resort Lenoir-Rhyne Bear’s Lair
12:30 pm Lincolnton Rotary Club, 7:30 am Denver Lake Norman Rotary
First Baptist Church Westport Country Club
Tuesday 12:00 pm Taylorsville Rotary Club
6:44 am Caldwell County Rotary, First Presbyterian Church
Lenoir Golf Club 12:15 pm Morganton Rotary Club
12:00 pm Lake Hickory Rotary Club, Morganton Community House
Lake Hickory Country Club Thursday
12:00 pm Granite Falls Club, 7:00 am Catawba Valley Rotary Club
Granite Falls Civic Center Rock Barn Country Club
12:00 pm Valdese Rotary Club, 7:30 am Lincolnton Sunrise Rotary
Rock School Building Lincoln Country Club
12:15 pm Newton-Conover Rotary 12:30 pm Greater Statesville Rotary
Catawba Country Club Statesville Country Club
12:15 pm Statesville Rotary Club Friday
Statesville Country Club 12:15 pm Lenoir Rotary Club
Cedar Rock Country Club
Anytime

www.rotaryeclubone.org
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Some of the worries and compensations of his job as College President
were noted by Voigt Cromer, head of Lenoir-Rhyne College. “College
presidents constitute this country’s smallest profession. The total num-
ber actively engaged in this work is less than 2,000 - about 1,886 to
be exact - and more than 500 of these head two-year colleges. Some-
times the job may seem to be a nightmare, but the best way I as a
minister of the Gospel can register my true judgment is by saying that
it is the only work that can keep me away from the parish ministry for
ten years.”

e President Mitchell announced that $200 has been raised for the Hickory
High School Band to take training at Daytona Beach, Florida.

e Dr. Walter T. Nau gave his personal views to the Rotarians in urging
the members to support the proposed bond issue for the refurbishing of
the Municipal Auditorium. He outlined how much of an asset the audito-
rium is to this community and said that for a relatively small invest-
ment the hall can be put into excellent condition to serve the needs of
all local groups that need a medium-sized auditorium.

Rotarg Unlimitcd——fzcbruarg 26

We have just 42 days until Rotary Unlimited!

Have you bought or sold your two tickets to the event and procured
at least one auction item?

If you have any questions, please contact:

John Tippett (485-4237 at work, or john.tippett@wpcog.org ) or
Steve Mull (312-3285 on cell, or smull@charter.net)

Club Assignmcnts

Date Today 22-Jan 29-Jan 5-Feb
Program John Tippett Neil Underdown Charles Snipes Dan Stewart
Club Health Allen Finley Jill Patton Tom Adkins Rich Duncan
Badge Homer Newton Pedie King Steve Snyder Michael Stumpff
Raffle Phil DiCasolo Amy Powell Karla Woggon S. Fotheringham
Visitors Ann Stalnaker Dan Stewart Jerry Gaillard John Rambo
Greeter Bill Dodd Rose Mary Cheek Rusty Roberts Neill McGeachy
Music Allen Finley Allen Finley Allen Finley John Hall

uPcoming [ vents

january 29: Dr. Harry M. Davis of the NC Bankers Association will
speak to the club.

February 26: Rotary Unlimited

mqr
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Rotary International
DK Lee,
President
District 7670
David W. Sink, Jr.
District (GGovernor
Don Fuller,
Assistant D. (5.
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e Is it the truth?

e Isis fair to all con-
cerned?

e  Will it build good will
and better friend-
ships?

e Will it be beneficial to
all concerned?

The Rotary Spoke

is published weekly by the
Hickory Rotary Club,

Stan Bumgarner, Editor.
E-mail:
sb611@earthlink.net
Phone: 328-4622

Rotarians, please e-mail
information regarding
your upcoming program
or any other Rotary
events to the editor three
weeks in advance of pub-
lication.



DALLAS C. ABEE JR. tPHF
Architecture
HENRY W. ABERNETHY tPHF
SHUFORD ABERNETHY PHF
Housing, Senior Adult
W. RAMSAY ABERNETHY TPHF
JAY ADAMS PHF

Real Estate, Commercial
TOM ADKINS

Law Enforcement
SUSAN ALLSHOUSE

Health Care Marketing
SCOTT ANDERSON

Bank Administration
E. CLINTON ANNAS JR. PHF
Awning Sales
BILLY M. ARMSTRONG tPHF
T. CASS BALLENGER tPHF
ROBERT A. BISANAR TPHF
MICHAEL BLACKBURN
Hospital Management
CHIP BLACKWELDER PHF
Health Plan Administration
Geo. BLACKWELDER JR. tPHF
JAN L. BOHMULLER
Construction, Administration
JOHN N. BRAY fPHF
JEFFREY BRONNENBERG
Financial Analysis
RICH BROWN PHF

Office Furniture Sales
DENNIS BRUNS PHF

Hospital Administrator
R. BRUCE BUMBARGER JR. TPHF
ROBERT BUMBARGER tPHF
STAN BUMGARNER

Securities Brokerage
ARTHUR BURGESS JR. tPHF
JEFF BUTLER

Insurance, Personal
WILLIAM CAUBLE JR. tPHF
ROSE MARY CHEEK
Photography
JOHN D. CLARK tPHF

Tire Retailing
CARL V. CLINE III tPHF
JOAB COTTON III tPHF
TERRY C. CREASMAN PHF
Clothing, Ladies’, Retail
JOHN W. CRONE III PHF

Law, Domestic
DAVID CROSS

Banking, National
GURNEY R. DAVIS tPHF
Cushion Mfg.
PHILLIP DICASOLO

YMCA
WILLIAM J. DODD PHF
Christmas Decorations
DEAN DOUCETTE

Medical Practice Management
CUYLER A. DUNBAR tPHF
Education, Community College
RICH DUNCAN

College, Private
FORREST FERRELL PHF
Retired Judge
JAMES FILIP tPHF
ALLEN G. FINLEY III PHF
Advertising
DICK FLACHBART

Past Service
SANDRA FOTHERINGHAM
Education, Public Schools
ADDISON FOX

Apparel Design
HANK FREEMAN t
Telecommunications Systems

STEVEN R. FRYE tPHF
GEORGE P. FURLONG tPHF
Digital Communications
JERALD GAILLARD

Financial, Credit Union

W. RONALD GARDNER tPHF
WILLIAM GARDNER

Public Health

CLEM GEITNER PHF
Furniture Mfg. - Office
MITZI GELLMAN

Habitat for Humanity
KIMBERLY GEORGE

Food Distribution

KATHY GREATHOUSE
Council for the Arts
THOMAS GRIFFIS
Christianity, Protestant
GUY J. GUARINO JR. PHF
Occupational Health

MARK GWALTNEY

Family Care Center
JEFFREY A. HALE PHF
Printing, Commercial

DAN B. HALL t

JOHN F. HALL PHF

Office Machine Sales
ROBERT T. HAMBRICK JR. tPHF
C. JEFF HINES PHF

Sign Mfg. & Distribution
C.J. HINES JR.

Printing Advertising
GARRETT HINSHAW
Education, Community College
ROBERT E. (BOB) HOLLAND t
Past Service

HENRY A. HOLLAND
Accounting

JAMES L. HOUSTON JR. tPHF
MARK R. HUCKABEE PHF
Foam Insulation

ALLEN W. HUFFMAN JR. tTPHF
DANIEL F. HUFFMAN tPHF
Ground Water Development
HAL F. HUFFMAN tPHF
SUSAN H. HUFFMAN PHF
Medical Practice Management
GRAHAM HUNSUCKER PHF
Contractor, Commercial

J. WHITE IDDINGS tPHF
Mail Services

RUSSELL I. ISENHOUR PHF
C.P.A., Tax

G. WALLACE JOHNSON
Christianity, Protestant
MIKE JOHNSON PHF
Automobile Dealer, New
ROBERT L. JOHNSON JR. tPHF
Past Service

CAROL B. KAMMER PHF
Occupational Therapy
PETER KENDALL

Education, Private College
PEDIE KING

Frame Engineering

G. LEROQY LAIL tPHF

ALLAN R. LATORRE t

GARY LAWS LOA

Electric Utilities

ROBERT N. LINEBERGER t
Automobile Broker

LYNN LOEHR PHF

Arts Council

MARY LOGAN

Public Charity

LINDA LUTZ

Education Systems Support

JAMES B. (JIM) MAULDIN PHF
Cellular Telephone Mgt.
NEILL R. McGEACHY JR.
Athletics, College

KEVIN McINTOSH

Law, Business

DANIEL T. MILLER PHF
Physician Management
DAVID K. MILLHOLLAND tPHF
JOHN MILLHOLLAND PHF
Real Estate Management
DAVID MILLSAPS PHF
Medicine, Pediatrics
BONNIE M. MITCHELL PHF
Real Estate, Residential Sales
LAMAR MITCHELL

United Way

DAVID R. MOORE PHF
Plumbing & Heating

STEVE M. MULL PHF
Grocery, Retail

GEORGE D. MURPHY tPHF
DAVID B. MYERS tPHF
HOMER L. NEWTON tPHF
OLIVER NOBLE

Law, Mediation

JEFFERSON NORRIS t PHF
JOHN C. OLSON PHF
Financial Planning

JOHN B. ORGAIN 1V
Groceries, Wholesale
ROBERT E. PAAP t

MAX PADGETT tPHF

JILL PATTON PHF

Hosiery Manufacturing
DAVID O. PEARCE t
WILLIAM M. PEKMAN PHF
Medicine, Hand Surgery
JAMES E. PHILLIPS tPHF
ROBERT J. PIERCE tPHF
AMY POWELL

Chamber of Commerce
DEAN PROCTOR tPHF
CLARENCE PUGH tPHF
JOHN RAMBO

Community Theater

TONY REED PHF
Manufacturing

THOMAS W. REESE tPHF
THOMAS L. RICHARDS tPHF
EARL L. ROBERTS tPHF
RUSSELL C. ROBERTS PHF
Employment Agency, Temporary
LAWRENCE E. ROBINSON tPHF
DOUGLAS RONGO

Financial Advisor

JOHN G. ROSS PHF
Symphony Conductor

D. CRAIG SANDERS PHF
Insurance Sales

MARK SEAMAN

Baseball, Minor League
BRYAN SETZLER
Investments

JACK SEVERENS

United Way

ROBERT H. SHOFFNER PHF
Christianity, Protestant
WILLIAM A. SIGMON tPHF
JOHN E. SMITH tPHF

Foam Fabrication

LAYNE E. SMITH

Christianity, Protestant
CHARLES M. SNIPES tPHF
STEVE SNYDER

Gymnastics

PAUL (RICK) SPEAGLE JR. tPHF
J. ALFORD SPIVEY JR. TPHF

ANN STALNAKER

Education, Staff Development
JAMES R. STEPHENSON 1PHF
DAN STEWART

Community Banking
LESLIE STEWART LOA
Public Relations
MICHAEL STUMPFF
Production Consulting
ANDREA SURRATT

City Government
LISE SWENSSON

Art Museum
W. CLYDE TAYLOR tPHF
MARY TEXER

Gas Products
MICHAEL P. THOMAS
Attorney
STEPHEN M. THOMAS *PHF
D. STUART THOMPSON tPHF
Education, Administration
JOHN C. TIPPETT JR. PHF
Regional Government
SUZANNE TROLLAN
Counseling
NEIL UNDERDOWN PHF
Furniture Components Mfg.
DOUG URLAND

County Health Director
BOBBY W. WALKER tPHF
RUFUS F. WALKER JR. tPHF
ELWOOD WALTON JR. t
ROBERT E. WARMUTH tPHF
JONATHAN WATERS

Printing
C. JOHN WATTS

Securities, Brokerage, Add. Act.
MICHAEL WEBBER

Securities Consultant
D. LESTER WHICKER JR. tPHF
JERRI LEE WILFONG PHF
Banking, State
W. AVERY WILFONG tPHF
J. DOUGLAS WILKINS

Real Estate Development
ANNE R. WILLIAMS
Community College
SARAH WILLIS

Banking, Commercial
KARLA WOGGON

Christianity, Protestant
RUDY WRIGHT tPHF

Vinyl Graphics
CHARLES R. YOUNG tPHF
FRANK YOUNG III

Insurance, Corporate
ROSEMARY BASS YOUNG PHF
Funeral Home

Bold = Past-President
t = Senior Active Member
PHF = Paul Harris Fellow
LOA = Leave of absence

HONORARY MEMBERS:
Missy Blevins

Jerry D. Caldwell

Phil N. Carter tPHF

Charles H. Deal TPHF

Dan W. Kirby TPHF

William Mauney

Oliver W. McClintock tPHF
B. Eugene Miller tPHF



